Good afternoon to the Dean of the University (Anoprienko
Alexander Yakovlevich), Executives, Professors, Associate
Professors, Teachers, administrative staff, students and all
attendees present here with us. My name is Georges Khouri
and | have been privileged enough to have been one of the
chosen to speak to you on this commemorative day of the
hundredth anniversary of Donetsk National Technical
University. | graduated from this university in 1989 with a
Masters of Electrical Engineering being from among the
international cohort of students. As such, my experiences which
will be recounted will be from the perspective of an

international student, many of whom have received so much
from this university which never ceased to give.

As you would imagine; coming to a new country and learning new language was extremely
difficult: a new environment away from home, trying to pursue a future career, not knowing
where life would take me. During my first year of university, | understood very little from
lectures; however, with the support of the teachers and my peers, | gradually improved. The
support provided by the teachers and university staff of this great university gave us a strong
foundation to stand upon and propelled us forward, giving us every opportunity to reach our
maximum potential. Our teachers were willing to answer questions and provide assistance at
any time. Moreover, this university gave us the chance to study with Soviet students and
students from all over the world, each contributing to our learning and advancement in our
studies in their own way. In essence, we supported and helped each other despite being from
different cultural backgrounds. From the friendships we formed, we were indeed able to excel
in our studies to the extent that we would not have been able to achieve the same results had
we attended another university from around the world.

This great university also provided us with accommodation in the form of dormitories. This was
not just a place to sleep and stay, it became a second home; a home where some of my fondest
memories took place. There we studied, we bonded together and shared stories and food from
the Soviet Union and our homelands. It was almost a sanctuary which joined individuals from
different backgrounds and turned us into a new family. Indeed, it was a time of joy, a time
where we had no worries except the worries that came with exams. During the year, there
were friendly societies within the university that organized social events like concerts, food
festivals, dance classes and plays for the students. These events were quite enjoyable as it gave
us an opportunity to discover new things about the Soviet Union and the city of Donetsk as well
as other different countries from around the world and their respective culture.

| spent 5 years in this university — | can talk to you and recount all my experiences about my
time at the Donetsk National Technical University. | can attempt to explain how these 5 years
completely changed my life; | can attempt to explain how even to this day | remember the
streets and rooms within the university with fondness; | can attempt to explain in words the
wealth of knowledge that this university and the people within it provided me with. But no



matter how much | try to explain, | won’t be able do it justice. Attending Donetsk National
Technical University was not only about studying but also about exploring a great country with
people who became my lifelong friends. Our university lecturers were serious about our
education but were also friendly, approachable and very helpful. The best of my days were
during my university years and the life | lived during this time is one | would cherish always. On
this day of the hundredth year commemoration of this great university, | congratulate everyone
who has worked in it and made it what it is today. | am but one person whom this university
has changed their life and there are countless many like myself who owe so much to this
institution. | congratulate my university (DONNTU) on 100 years and | hope and pray that it’ll
have many centuries to come; always changing people’s lives for the better.

Allow me also to give a special thanks to this university (DONNTU) and a special thanks to
Professor Strelnikov Vadim Ivanovich, Dean of International Students and all my teachers
during my time at the university, for their never ending support. It's not only me that would
thank the university but my colleagues have told me about how much they appreciate what this
university has offered them and express their immense gratitude.

Thank you all,
Sincerely,

Georges Khouri



JloOpbIil  eHb, yBa)kKaeMbIl PEKTOpP YHHBEpPCUTETa
npo¢. AHONPHUEHKO, MPENoJaBaTeIN, COTPYIHUKU U
CTY/JCHTHI!

Mens 3oBytr [Dxopmk Kypu. Mensa mnomnpocuinu
BBICTYNIUTh Iiepe] Bamu B 3HaMEHaTENbHBIN JICHb
npasznHoBaHus 100-netusa JJoHENKOro HaMOHAIBHOTO
TEXHUYECKOTO yHUBepcutTeTa. JIjist MeHs 3To OosbImast
YECTh.

S OKOHYMJI  DJEKTPOTEXHUYECKHH  (aKyJIbTET

yHuBepcureta B 1989 romy, moigydMB  CTEIEHb
MarucTpa. S ObLI OAHUM U3 MHOTOYMCIEHHOM KOTOPTHI CTYAEHTOB-MHOCTPAHIIEB.
[ToaTOoMy 51 Oyy TOBOPUTH O KU3HHU U yueOe HHOCTpaHIa, KOTOPOMY YHHUBEPCUTET
J1ajl TaK MHOTO.

[Tpue3n B uyXyro cTpaHy M MU3y4€HHE HOBOTO S3bIKa OBLJIO JI€JIOM UYPE3BBIYANHO
TpyAHbIM. S ObUT nmameko OT JoMa, B aOCOJIOTHO HOBOM cpefe, NbITalcs
HOJIFOTOBUTHCS K OyaylIeil Kapbepe, ellle He 3Hasd, Kya Ku3Hb MeHs 3a0pocut. Ha
IEPBOM Kypce s Majo 4To MOoHMMal Ha jekuusx. Ho mocrenenno, Omaromaps
NOMOUIM TNpenoAaBaTeyeil U OJHOKAIIHUKOB, sl CTal y4yuThcs Jyunie. biaaromaps
MOJIICPXKKE TPENOoIaBaTeed U COTPYTHUKOB STOTO BEIMKOTO YHHBEPCUTETA, MBI
NOJMyYUIM TPOYHBbIE 3HAHWS W BO3MOXXHOCTH MAaKCHUMAIbHO PpACKPBITh HAIll
noteHuuan. Hamm mpenomaBateny OTBEYald Ha BCE HAIIM BOMPOCH U ObLIH
TOTOBBI TIOMOYH B JTF000€ Bpemsi. bonee Toro, yHMBepCcUTET 1al HAM IIAHC YYUTHCS
C COBETCKHMH CTYIEHTaMHM U CTYIAEHTaMH CO BCETO MHpa, KaKIbIH U3 KOTOPBIX
BHOCHJI CBOW BKJIaJ B Halle oOydeHue. Mbl moMoraiau Jpyr Apyry, HE CMOTps Ha
KyJbTypHbIE pa3nuuus. S 1ymaro, 4To Mbl Obl HE JOCTUIJIM TaKUX PE3yIbTaTOB,
eclii Obl YYHIIUCH B JTFOOOM JPYroM YHHUBEPCUTETE MUpA.

YHUBEpPCUTET TAKKE MPEIOCTABUII HAM KUjIbe. MbI MpokuBaIy B o0mexxuTusax. U
3TO OBLJIO HE POCTO MECTO, I/I€ MBI CIIaJH U MPOBOIMIN KAKOE-TO BpeMs. ITO ObLI
BTOPOM OM. /IoM, O KOTOPOM y MEHsI OCTaJUCh CaMbI€ Jy4llIN€ BOCIIOMHUHAHUSI.
371€Ch MBI YYMJIMCh, pPACCKa3blBaIu APYr JPYry HCTOPUHM M JEIWINCH €lI0H,
[IPUBE3CHHON W3 JOMYy M KYyIUIEHHOW 31ech. Mbl craimu ceMbeil. Mbl Beceno
MPOBOJMIN BpeMsl U HEe OECIOKOMJINCh HM O 4eM, Kpome 3k3aMeHOB. Bo Bpems
yueObl I HacC  OpPraHMU30BBIBAJNCH KOHIIEPTHI, (DecTUBAIM, TaHILIEBAJIbHBIC
KPY>KKH, MTOKa3bIBAIUCh CIIEKTAKIH. DTO JAJI0 HAM BO3MOXKHOCTH OOJIbIIIE Y3HAThH
00 CCCP, [loHerke 1 Ipyrux CTpaHax U UX KyJIbTypax.



51 mpoBen B 3TOM By3e 5 €eT. Sl MOry ITOAENUTHCS ONBITOM M PacCKa3arh, KaKk 3TH 5
JIET TOJIHOCTBIO M3MEHWJIM MO KHM3Hb. Sl MOry cKa3aTh, 4TO Jaxe cerlyac s
MOMHIO YJIMIIBI TOpOJia M Kak BBIIVIsIeNIa MOsSi KOMHaTa B oOmexutud. S mory
pacckasaTh, Kakue OeciieHHble 3HaHusA s nonyuus B JloHHTY. Ho kak Obl s He
cTapajics, si HE CMOry J0 KOHUA IepefaTb CBOM HCKPEHHUE YyBCTBA. Yueba B
JdoHHTY 3T0 HE mpocTO NolyyeHUe 3HaHHM, 3TO €IIE€ U 3HAKOMCTBO CO CTPAHOM U
JIOJIbMH, KOTOPBIE CTAIM MOMMHM JPY3bIMM HA BCIO KU3Hb. Hamm npenonasarenu
ObUTM CTPOTUMH, HO BMECTE€ C TE€M JPYXKEITIOOHBIMH W TOTOBBIMH MPUNTH Ha
nomoiib. Moe o0yueHue B yHHBEPCUTETE ObUIO JIYYIIUM IE€PUOJOM B MOEH
YKU3HHU. DTH roJibl 51 HE 3a0y1y HUKOTIa.

S moszmpaBnAr Bcex, KTO paboTall B 3TOM BY3€ M TIpPUBEI €ro K ITOH
3HAMEHATEIbHOM AaTe. S HEe €IUHCTBECHHBIN YEJOBEK, KU3Hb KOTOPOTO M3MECHWJI
JHouHTY. Hac 6ecuncinenHoe MHOkecTBO. [1o3apaBisito YHUBEPCUTET U HAJICHOCh
U MOJIIOCh, YTO OH OYyJET CYIIECTBOBATh €III€ MHOTO CTOJETHM, BCerja MeEHss
JKA3Hb JIFOJICH K JIy4IlEMY.

[To3BOJIBTE MEH BBIpA3UTh 0COOYI0 OsarogapHOCTh pod. CTpeIbHUKOBY, JACKaHY
(dakynpTeTa MHOCTPAHHBIX CTYJIEHTOB, U BCEM MOMM IIpenojaBaTelisiM 3a HUX
MOCTOSTHHYIO TOJJICPKKY. YHUBEPCUTETY OJlaroJapeH He TOJbKO si. MHorue Mou
KOJIJIETH TOBOPSAT, Kak OHU npu3HartenbHbl JJoHHTY 3a Bce, yTo OH UM Jai.

Cnacubo BceM Bawm.

C yBaxkeHHEM

Jxopmx Kypu

Ilepesoo svinonnen nepesoouuKom
omoena mexicoyHapoounvix cesazeu u BN JJonHTY

Cmeyenxo E.IO.



